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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: PHIL ANDREW, B.R.A.V.E. YOUTH LEADERS, and MARCUS CAMPBELL, Ed.D. 
CONTACT: Lonnie Stonitsch, Executive Director of FAN, lonnie@familyactionnetwork.net 
 
Wednesday, May 23, 2018, Building Peaceful Communities: A Discussion About Gun Violence, 7:00 PM, 
Evanston Township High School Auditorium, 1600 Dodge Ave., Evanston, 60201. In January, 2018, FAN 
launched a new teen initiative called “FAN Fellows,” a pilot group of sixteen high school juniors from four area 
schools collaborating on the concept and execution of a FAN program. In the wake of the gun violence that has 
encompassed our country this year, the FAN Fellows have decided to host an intersectional discussion on the 
topic, which will feature Rie’onna Holman and Diamond Ocasio, two ambassadors from B.R.A.V.E Youth Leaders 
(based at St. Sabina Church in Chicago) and Phil Andrew, the leader of the Archdiocese of Chicago’s Violence 
Prevention Initiatives. Mr. Andrew recently retired from the FBI after 20+ years of service, and he is a survivor of 
gun violence himself stemming from a 1988 incident in Winnetka. The discussion will be moderated by Marcus 
Campbell, Ed.D., Assistant Superintendent/Principal at Evanston Township High School, who also interviewed 
author Ta-Nehisi Coates for FAN last October. 
 
B.R.A.V.E Youth Leaders (“Bold Resistance Against Violence Everywhere”) is a youth organization specializing in 
peer led initiatives aimed to develop leaders and agents of social justice. Leaders are trained in the areas of 
public speaking, advocacy, and peer support with the intent to elicit passion in other youth to extend the bridge 
between violence that continually devastates the city of Chicago, the disconnected youth living in the suburbs of 
Chicago, and those affected by gun violence in the suburbs of Chicago who are silenced. Recently, B.R.A.V.E 
leaders have been featured in a documentary on violence by Katie Couric, and spoke in Washington, D.C. for The 
March for Our Lives rally, addressing “Every Day Shootings are Everyday Problems.” 
 
Mr. Andrew brings unique, multiple perspectives to the discussion. A former FBI Special Agent, he served as an 
instructor at the FBI Academy as an expert in crisis management negotiation, behavior analysis, and undercover 
work. In his work with the Archdiocese, Mr. Andrew is responsible for all aspects of safety, programs, and 
partnerships. His personal story of being a survivor of gun violence in his parents’ Winnetka home at age 20, 
and subsequent path of resilience and growth, is deeply inspirational. 

 
Sponsored by Family Action Network (FAN) and the FAN Fellows, in partnership with Evanston Township High School D202, 
the Joseph Sears School, New Trier High School D203, the New Trier Parents’ Association, North Shore Country Day 
School, Youth and Opportunity United (Y.O.U.), and the YWCA Evanston-North Shore.  FAN is grateful for the support of its 
2017-18 annual sponsors Compass Health Center, Evanston Township High School D202, New Trier High School D203, 
the Martin & Mary L. Boyer Foundation, Magnetar Capital, and Tina & Byron Trott; strategic partners Acclaim Media, the 
Butler Family Foundation, Center for Talent Development at Northwestern University, Connections for the Homeless, Curt’s 
Café, Envestnet, Erikson Institute, Evanston/Skokie D65, the Finnegan Family Foundation, Grosvenor Capital Management, 
Hackstudio, Loyola University Chicago School of Law, the Mammel Foundation, the Master of Science in Education 
Program at the School of Education and Social Policy at Northwestern University, the McGaw YMCA, New Trier Parents’ 
Association, North Shore Community Bank, Northern Suburban Special Education District (NSSED), Northwestern 
University, R4 Services, LLC, The Book Stall at Chestnut Court, The Family Institute at Northwestern University, Youth & 
Opportunity United (Y.O.U.), and YWCA Evanston/North Shore; and in-kind sponsors Kirkland & Ellis LLP and Turing Group.  


